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Now there are four pleaming editions
of America’s great origmal.

The flair and fire of the unigue Thunderbird idea finds

exciting expression i Tfour new models, The swaflt-
lined sleekness of the Hardtop. The lets-gro-adventuring look of the
Convertible, The sophisticated formality of The Landan conp,

Anid the sheer brilliance of the most exclusive "Thanderbied of all, the
limited-edition Sports Roadster. Here's four for the voad - L 0 guartet
that sings a deep song of power, a Lilting melody of motion, o hushed
hint of individual luxury and velvet ease. Oune ol These was designed
especially for you, to put at your command more new convenienees,
more polished obedience, more proud distinetion i line nnd look than
the world has ever known. Your persona "Thunderhird s here |

wailing for you to discover it.

B 1961 Feed Mabor Co. Deswbore, Markigos iwfg THUNDEREBIRD HARDTOPRP



LE ‘- L}
- L e .
.
-
L .\ " s
. =
-
e - - - .
Ty -
RN b s







. . . 15 the arrowing thrust of a magnificent powerplant, the Thunderbird
390 Special V-8 . . . the vivid instant answer of 300 thoroughbred horse-

power . . . the exactly matched multiplication of foree through the full

range of Thunderbird’s Cruise-O-Matic Drive, the subtle precision of

vacuuwm-controlled automatic shifting. Thunderbird tempo is fire and silk
. a rugged competence that can afford to be possamer-gentle,
It is motion made flawless, a four-wheeled feeling of flicht that has

no duplicate, anywhere.
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Thunderbird exists to obey you . . . beautifully. The solid reassurance
of its weight answers a finger-tip hint to integral power steering
that is geared to a "'fast” ratio. Power brakes respond with
absolute authority. The Dual-Range Cruise-O-Matic transmission
gives the choice of brisk low-range sprinting power for all normal
driving or gentle intermediate-range starts for smoother take-off
and acceleration on slippery surfaces. Thunderbird's broad-based
tread, the ingenious rubber cushioning of front and rear suspension
systems, the marvelously level ride, command a new kind of sure-
footedness on any road. Thunderbird handles like this . . . because

Thunderbird is designed to answer wishes, not muscles.

The command panel of a Thunderbird is like no other, A jowol caso of insliuments, designed for
clear legibility. A bank of gleaming controls, engineered for lingor-lp easo ol operation. A safety.
padded “cowl’ shealhed in the rich lustre of filted vinyl, Bolow, & lusirous saweep of full-width
bright metal, and the final thoughtful touch of fully cushiord sun visors

ng THUNDERBIRD CONVERTIBLE
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Here is the “living room” of the world's most-wanted car . . .

and everything in it speaks of Thunderbird’s total concern

with personal comfort. Individual front seats, of course, with the
luxury of separate space. The utter ease of 100 per cent foam rubber
cushioning, up to four inches thick, formed and contoured as a
unit to cradle each passenger. A treasure house of upholstery
combinations, 19 in all, ranging in coordinated tones through
erinkle-grain vinyls and Bedford cords with vinyls, up to the
glove-softness of genuine leather and vinyl.* Extravagant doors,
51 inches wide, for gracious ease of entrance (and the right

front seat-back folds all the way down out of the way). A console
between the front seats to house the glove compartment and
illuminated ash tray. And a beauty of finish, fabrie, and fit

that make Thunderbird an endless source of pleasure, through
every mile you live with it. SR
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Here 1s Thunderbird’s newest concept, the limited-edition Sports Roadster for two o

imering brilliance o
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four passengers. Bold

15 a car shaped to the stream-
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of the Thunderbird spiri

With the fiberglass tonneau cover in place,

there's extra room for luggage in the rear seat,
under cover and out of sight.

AL
""'1-:'1.' )

. . and the Sport
Roadster is transformed into a four-passenger

convertible, with no hint of its dual natura.

The tonneau lifts off easily .

Even wilh the tonneaw in place, the top can be
raised for weather protection. There's nothing

o be laken off or stored.
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A fresh, creative look at the world of the automaobile
... that has been the mark of the Thunderbird from the
beginning. First the original two-passengrer personal
car, then the superlative comfort of the four-passenger
luxury automobile, ending the reign of the conven-
tional bulky fine car. The enisp, clean, contemporary
theme of Thunderbird styling has often been echoed
but never equaled. For in major design and minor
detail, Thunderbird is the trend-setter . . . the one car
everyone would like most to own.

R T T i

The Thunderbird rearview
mirrar floats' in space . ..
because its base iz perma.
nently bonded {o the wind-
shield by controlled heat.
There's minimum vibration
and no conventional support
bracket to clutter your view,

The sleekly sculptured Convertible dock
iz another mark of Thunderbird original-
ity. At a touch on the switch The wholo
rear deck rises automatically, the lop
folds completely inside, the deck closes
again . . . and there"s no bulge or clalh
cover to break the shining sweep of melal,

The Swing-Away Steering Wheel moves over nearly 10 inchos
to the right to give the driver luxurious ease of entry . . . but
only in Park position on the Cruise-O-Matic selector lever. The
moment you relurn the wheel to normal position and select any
other position . . . Neutral, Drive, Low or Revarsa . . . the wheel
iz locked securely into place.
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. . . the umique sum of individual craftsmanship

Thunderbird’s

“floating’’ rearview mirror, bonded directly to the windshield

glass, seems poised in space, 1s nearly vibration-free. The “”ﬂ = Swing-Away Wheel moves

over at a touch to give the driver luxurious ease of entrance no other car can offer. Thunderbird’s

Diamond ' Lustre Enamel is gem-hard to give gem-bright protection. Even in the things

you can’t see Thunderbird specifies costly long-life materials: imported Irish linen

in ignition and light switches for better electrical

spark plug cables and pure silver

conductivity, greater durability. Of course, there is the unduplicated brilliance of Thunderbird’s

styling, envied and echoed by every other automobile on the road, and the thoughtfully

shaped and cradled in deep, thick foam rubber. Galvanized protection against rust of

all vital underbody parts and routine maintenance reduced to a minimum —each 6,000 miles or
twice a year for the average driver —are typical of the enduring standard of quality that i1s man-

datory throughout. And, most meaningful, a Thunderbird . . . far outstripping the others in the

I

pleasures of ownership as you drive . . . promises you greater return On your pur-

chase investment at trade-in.

THUNDERBIRD IN EVEMING DRES5—The suave, new Landau coupé
recalls the Age of Elegance wilh the soft sheen of a padded, leather-
grainad vinyl top, the gracelul note of a traditional landau 3-bar in
shining chrome on the roof quarter panel.






SELECTAIRE COMNDITIONER
Complete wearsgund climate control as you drive—cooling,
heating, ventilation and delrosting. Salecthina dehumidifies
and cleans the air as it cools, and subomatically mainiaing tha
conditions you have selecied. Capacily sulliclent to pleasaniiy
Copl an avarage five-room house. Thioo-sgeed blowar, Ouilal
registers quickly adjustable fo direct cool afr whers you wani if,

FPOWER-LIFT WINDOWS
Elecirically powared windows are maved elfortiossly, smoothly
by individual contrels within easy reach of cach passenger, or
fram ihe masier contral switeh on left deor, in handy lacation
far the driver, A filih bution in tha masier control panel alse
enabias driver i “lock oul™ every window, 2o oaparation of all
windgws is his alone as an added safoly precaution.

e
POWER SEAT

The combsrtablo, buckat-type fronl soals (tha passengar’s seal
and fhe drivar's seal) can be elechrically adjusted by individual
fourway toools swilches fo an almost infinite numbar of
sealing posileons. Up, down, back, of forward, each seat
miowes smoakhly fo tha exact position wou and your front seat
passanger sehect for personalized comenignce and combord,

PUSH BUTTOMN RADIO

Cenfral console, fully transistorized radio . . . finest in the
industry . . . offers culstanding tonal gunlily and siation sebec.
tiwity, Eight-wntt sulput and Baus-coll lunar provide high fidelity,
rich tone. Wodume |5 maintained sutomatically al preselecied
fovels. Dusl-profecied speakar, at top conter of “cowl,* main.
taing aocollontl sound reproduction, Compatible folescopic
antenna is preadiusted fo improva your Estening pleasuna.

O hunderbird

America’s most individual car can become even more
individually yours with Thunderbird’s array of optional
equipment and aceessories. They range from the all-
season SelectAire Conditioner to the fully transistorized
radio illustrated. Others are listed below. Each one is
engineered and erafted to Thunderbird’s exacting stand-

ards of quality.

MagicAire Healer » Eloctrie Windshicld Washer + I-Hest Tinted Glass
* Visored Spotlight « Dulside Rearview Mirror » Lifeguard Seat Belts « Leather
Seal Inserts and Bolsters « Two Tone Exterior Paint {Hardtop) « Renr Fender
Shields « Heavy-Duly Batlery » Rayon Whitewall Tires « Nylon or Extra-Ply
Rayon Black or Whitewall Tires » Contour Floor Mats + Locking Gas Cap
« Ventilated Seat Cushions = Equa-Lock Differential

ENGINE: 300-hp Thundarbicd 370 Special V-8 (standard)
—300-cui. in displs 4.08% bore » 118" shroke; 8.6 to 1 comp.
ratio; premiem fuel; low-sithouette 4-bamel carbureior;
pulamatic choke: deal exhaus] Sysiom wilh orossover
tube and asluminized resonators, and rear-mounied
muiflers of aluminized and stainless steed with aluminized
inbogral indlphpes. Features Short Sroke low-iriclion
design, Deep-Block construction, Precision Fual in.
duction for supgrior periormancs And ScoRomy; SUD:H-
Filber air clearnes with reusabbe elemant; high-capacity
imine 0000-mile fual fillering systom: Relunda Full-
Flaw digpasabhe-tyoo oll filler permils 5000 rpilﬂ Bt wpdn
oil changes: irea-lurning everhead aluminiped valves
with hydrawlee Bifbers for automatic vabod adjustment
and alternate intake-oxhaust valve plocemant far longest
lite; Cross: Flow cooling system with saparate iop reserva
fank and 180% tharmostal; new 30000.mile or 2.yr. pad-
manent antifrecss; 1290l elocirical system; weathgr
proed Igoithon wilh constant resigtance winng and mir-
cooled distributer polnis: 18-mm. Turbo-Action Spark
plugss T8-plate, 65 amp-he battory: Tull-wrap-rubbaor roar
eagine mounl. Engine elecironically mass-holancod
under s own powor for oplimiem amoothngss,

CONSTRUCTION: Welded, integral body and framao,
for quitiness and high strengih-weight ratso. Com.
pletely sealed and ingulated. Throe-phase rusd praboction
with main underbody membars (including rocker panals)
made of gahanized sisal, body dipped (almast to bell
linel in corrosion-resistanl primes, | followed wialh &
complela undercoating applcalion. Long-ived brighi-
miHnl irim. Cowldop venbilation sysitom., Cloarsision,
laminated safaty plafe glass in windshisld and tempared,
solid plate glass in all othar windows (except cléar vingl
in Convarlibds and Spars Roadsiar back window), Curved
gide windows for more spacious interior. Tradifional
Thundarbicd console lor easy erossovad.” Rear-hinged
hood with dual lecking systam and salefy cateh, inside
T.handhe reldasa, TM?t—nmunlian ignition swilch, Rear-
mounbad #0-gal, gas tank with CenferFill fualing.

FRONT SUSPEMSIOM: Angle-Poised Ball-doinl type
wilh wide-base ccll springs pivol-mounted on lop ol
upper arms. Rubberdnsulatod strul stabllizer connacls
each lowar arm {o froni end structure, pesmitling *“wineal
recéssion lor a cushionad ride. Throaded, permanontly
lubricaied bushings in upper arms and rubber bushings
in lewoar arme. Built-in anti-dive control. 3ports car-bype
stabilizer 1o contral rall on turns. Indermafly mounted
Fydraulic doublé-acting shock absorbers wilh rebaund
culefl, Suspangion lubrcation interval each B.000 miles,
Front whael bearings lubricated for 30,000 mibos,

REAR SUSPENSIDN: Asymmelrecal, varsable-rata do-
sign with rear axle locobed wall forward from cenbar of
springs for anli-squat control. Extra-long, peniba-rate,
leal-type springs with wide spring base: rubbar-bushad
front ayes, rubber insulation ot axla and rubberbushed
tensicntype rear shackles giving variable-rate charactor-
istica—all ontribute lon soft, stable, levelized rida which
is completely comfart-controlied, Diagonally mowntbed
hydrauies doubbe-acting shock absorbers Tor damping
and Babaral stabilily.

BRAKES : Sall.adjusling power brakes standard. Brakes
sdjust automatically, as needed, when applied while
car & mewing backwards, Double-ssaled composie
drums with coaling grooves lor fade rosistance, Thick
malded lEndngs for long lide, Tolal lining area is 2M4
square inches, Dash-mounied master cylinder and
vacuums-boosier machanidm, Sudpgendad, |ow-posibion

wide pedal for convenienca in moving feof Irom acceler-
ator io brake, Fool.opernied-and-ralapsed parking braka
with warning light en Ingtrumaent panel siandard.

TRANSMISSION: Cruise.O.-Matic Dvive standard, A&
high-performance svtomatic forgue-mated o endine.
Featuras Eghtwesght construction with cast-glhuminum
corverter housing, sell-contained full-dlow il filtration
and minimuem sarvicing. Two seleciiee drive ranges:
*Diriva™ (grean dot) starding in low for all normal driving.
or allarnabe drive position (white dotd siarting in infer.
mediate for more sure-foobed scceleration on sHppary
surfacas. Threa forward gear ratics, one réversa (1o 1):
lpw 240, intormediate 147, direck 1.00, reverse 2.00c
comerber (£lall) 21, Yacuvum controd provides smoother,
miped pracisay and parmananlly coordinabid-with-endgins
shilting (eliminatas linkage adjusiment), Selactor
sequence P-R-MN-DRIVE-L.

DRIVE: Sami-lfoating ftypa rear axle with deop-clfsof
hypaid gears. Siradde-mountad drive pinkan. Univoranl
Jaints lubricated for 20,000 miles. Doubla-sealed, poama-
nondly lubricotod ball-type whool boarings, Holchkdss
driwa, Axlocnlic: 300 fo 1. Oplional: Equa:-Lack dillamnlinl,
ko flo 1)k samo as standard abova,

ETEERING: Inlagral-typd powar steering standard, This
Ford-design inlegrated power syslem reduces sieering
offorl appreciably, provides improved “road fael,™ gives
gocd siright-line stearing charscicristics and bofler
wheel raburn afler cornering. Flaxibla coupling in sloar-
ing shall insulatles steering wheel lor smoother contral.
Lew-friclion  recirculating-ball type sicering gear with
anlifriction bearings throughowl. Stoaring linkage lubri-
calion inborval each 000 méles, Over-all steering ralio
s 20.7 fo 1 for lasher rasponas, less steering whool tavel,
Car turning dipmeder 402 feet.

TIRES AND WHEELS: Soft-Tread, binckwall of Tynex
Rayon cord, 800 x 14, on K" safely rims—lubaless
type wilh 147 disc whaoels on Hardicp. Landaw and Con-
vierfibkle; fube type wilh 14" chrome-plated wire whaals
having 3-prong simulated knock-olis on Sports Roadsier.
Whitewall ires oplaanal,

DIMENSIONS: 113" wh.; 817 Irani, 607 rear (reads; A5
aver-all langth: 7607 over-all width; 5258° (Hardiop and
Landau), 553" {Canvertible and Sporls Roadsted) design-
lad hetpht. Curb weighl, 4252 b, (Hardiop), 4304 b,
{Landauw}, 4530 |b. [Convarlibla), 4531 |b.(Sporls Roadsier)

STANDARD EQUIPMENT: Swing-fway Wheel and
slepring column, power sioaning, power brakes, Craisa-
O-Malic Drive, 2spesd aleclric windzhield wipers,
Lilepueard padded instrumant pamned, cushioned sun
wisars, scal bell anchars, Double-Grip door locks, salaby-
swiwal doy-night type inside rearview mirmor and desp.
cenler slsaring whaal with horm ring. Assist bar for front
passongar (Sporls Roadster]. Manually adjuestabla in-
dividunl fronl seols, eleciriz cleck, auiomatic dome
lights (Hardiop and Landau} and courtesy-map light,
ahova hox and nsh tray light, cigareite liphter, coatl hooks,
trunk light, dieal hoens, lurn slgnals, backup lights, full
wheed covers on Hardlop, Landau and Convertibla,

PRICES: Some itams lllusirated or referred to as cpional

or availalde are al extra cosl, Far tho price of tha Thunder-

ﬂl wilh the cguipment you desine, see your Ford
ar.

Fhe spacidcations weve in olfecl of thy Fimg Ay catelby wad Jppfoved
far . The Ford (ivians of Ford Matar Company reperver iy
ripht as drcenfiowe medely af by Fine, ar claage Spetiiaiass or
deEip, witdaur ngtipe and mithoed Aecerring oldpadisa.
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exterior colors; the ehoice runs through a rich
variely of 18 Single Colors and a glowing spec-
trum of 20 T'wo Tone hardtop combinations . . .
all sheathed in the durable protection of jewel-
like Dinmond Lustre Enamel,

Convertible aulomalic top of satin-grained
vinyl offers a selection of black (1), white (2),

or blue (3) with black lining, color-keyed to up-
helstery for the Single Colors. The Landau top of
padded, leather-grained vinyl is in choice of black
or white with any Single Color. The limited-
edition Sports Roadster with matehing fiberglass
tonneau cover comes in Raven Black, Corinthian
White, Silver Mink, Diamond Blue, Chestnut,
Rangoon Red, and Sandshell Beige.

COLOR AND UPHOLSTERY GUIDE

Digmand Lusire colors appear above in the hardic
cars, and in Two Tone char ot ight, each idendified by
name with & cpde letior keyed to uphobstory swaichas
Bodew, In moal cases, tho body color daterminas inlaror
frim choicas for Twa Tones, In this way all exterior and
intorior cofars ara hasmoniously color-keyed. By simple
eross rafgrence, you can guickly dabarming ihe axberior
calors and trim cholces available for your Thundadbend
{including convertibla sofi-iop colors). For exampli, iha
Znorls Roadsher with Rangoon Red (J) exierior comas
will galection of three Black, three sihver Dlue or bwo
red interiors with block (1) or whibe (2 selt top.

HARDTOPFP TWO TONES

BODY
A. Rawven Black
F.: Skymisl Blua
E. Acapulés Blis
H. Caspian Blua
5. Chscade Gromn
R. Tucson Yéllow
X. Heridage Burgundy
"W, Chaabaub

TOR
M. Corindhian While
M. Corindhian White
M. Cosivlbiimn Whily
M. Corindhian White
M. Corindhizn White
M. Conindhian While
M. Corindhign White
*M.. Corindhimn While

BoO DY

=J. Ranpoon Rpd
T. Sandihell Bepe
*I. Figldsione Tan
*I. Fisdgsione Tan
L. Sahara Rosa

K. Challonto Bluo
D. Pafrician Grosn
U. Decp Sea Blee

. TOP
*M. Corinthian Whibn
M. Corinthian Whilts
M. Corinthinm White
*T. Sandaholl Baipo
M. Corinthian Whita
M. Corinthdan Whita
M. Corinthinn Whito
M. Corinthian Whibe

Full-range color coordination between exteriors amd the 19 Luxury
Lounge interiors gives an unusual degree of personal choice, The erinkle-
grain all-vinyl trim comes in seven colors: black, red, silver blue, blue,
beige, chestnut, and turquoise. The nylon Bedford cord and vinyl trim
are in fve colors: gray cloth/black vinyl, silver blue cloth/vinyl, blue

ARS8 Faedtie SN S8 b i

cloth/vinvl, beige cloth/pear]l vinyl, and turquoise cloth/vinyl. Seat
inserts and bolsters are also available in seven shades of optional genuine
leather, same a8 the all-vinyl. Top portion of swatches shows seat back-
and-cushion bolsters—lower portion seat back-and-cushion inserts which
are in elegant pleated design.
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